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Umpire Don Schmook closely watches the action at an Elder Field game.

Umpires

FROM/1-D

softball (314 to $16 if only one
umpire works) and anywhere from
820 to $31 for Class A baseball.
High schools, which play the
majority of their games at 4 p.m.
during the week, usually pay a lit-
tle more because of what Schmook
refers to as the “convenience fac-
tor.”

I always dreamed of being a big-
league umpire,” said John Luc-
chese, the umpire-in-chief for the
Cleveland Association. “But I was
too old (35) when T got started. I've
been umpiring the amateurs for 25
vears and I can honestly say that
I'm not in it for the money.”

Lucchese, who works in mainte-
nance when not on the field, got
involved in umpiring following an
injury in 1964.

-1 was playing fast-pitch softball
at Woodhill Park for the old Stan-
dard Tool Company when I hurt my
knee,” said Lucchese, the father of
three. “I wanted to stay with the
game, so I went to St. Clair Recre-
ation Center and took the umpire’s
courses.

“I've put my heart and soul into
the Cleveland Umpires Association.
It has been a thrill to work with
local Hall of Famers such as Frank
Dillon and Pinky Prebil. They
taught me a great deal about the
integrity of the game.”

A no-nonsense guy, Lucchese has
experienced several changes in
amateur hardball and softball. Not
all of them have been pleasant.

“The trend has changed,” said
Lucchese, whose son, Leonard, alse
umpires. “Players and umpires are
not as dedicated as they used to be.
It's a shame to have to say that.

“There is little respect for the
umpire anymore. ['ve had dirt
kicked on me so you know I must
love it to have stayed with it this
long.”

In assigning umpires for the past
12 years, Schmook, 55. has heard
complaints from both sides. But the
21-year veteran takes it in stride.

“I'm sure we all consider the
money,” said Schmook, who has
worked several national softball
tournaments as well as regional
and state high school games. “And
I'm sure we have some guys who do
it just for the money. My biggest
aggravation is having umpires
arrive late for games. There is no
excuse for that.

“But fortunately, the majority of
us enjoy the game and take pride
In our profession.”

A bus driver in the Warrensville
Heights school system, Schmook’s
interest in umpiring was nurtured
by his neighbor’s son.

“He was umping at the time and
convinced me to get involved,”
Schmook said. “With four kids, the
extra money came in handy. I
attended umpire’s school in Jan-
uary and started working CYQ in
April.

“It's the people you meet that
make this job fun. In umpiring the
national tournaments, I've made
friends all over the country. Teams

Schmook yells, “Play bali!”

never forget the umpires.”

If Schmook resided in a warm-
weather climate, you would be
hard-pressed to get him off the dia-
mond. It's his home-away-from-
home seven months out of the year.

“Sure, we take some abuse,” he

tory. Fans can tell us we're blind,
but we can never respond or we
lose the class associated with our
position.

“T'll keep calling them as long as
I know in my heart that I'm doing
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Men in blue respond to all crises

By EDDIE DWYER
STAFF WRITER

oments that last a lifetime.

Tales that become mere

dramatic each time they
are told.

The men in blue, Cleveland’s
amateur umpires, have stories that
rival those of managers and piay-
ers.

~1 remember one night at Tre-
mont Field when I made a call that
decided a game and a guy followed
me in his car with a .38 (caliber
revolver),” said Don Schirmer, who
has been umpiring in this area
sinee 1933. “Luckily, I was able to
duck down the freeway and get
away from him.”

Despite the close call, Schirmer,
a member of the North Coast
Umpires Association, looks back
fondly on his experiences behind
the plate.

“It’s been great to be able to stay
with the game,” said Schirmer, who
is retired from the Maple Heights
Fire Department. “I've seen high
school kids like the Bando brothers
(Sal and Chris) develop into pros
and I've even done some bird-dog-
ing (scouting) for the Indians and
the Cincinnati Reds.

“As for other crazy momenis, I'll
never forget the night of the big
storm in 1969. I was at Tremont
again and fans were running every-
where for shelter. Guys were in the
gals’ resu‘oom and gals were in the
guys’ john. Let’s Just say it was
wild.”

Schirmer, 62, put his rescue
training to use one night.

“We were working Morgana Park
when a young player slid into sec-
ond base and broke his ankle,”
said Schirmer, who also officiates
football and basketball. “1 busted a
wooden bat and tore up some
towels and shirts. The kid’s leg was
already splinted when the ambu-
lance arrived. He still thanks me
whenever he sees me at a game.”

Although he has umpired six
world softball tournaments,
Schirmer’s biggest challenge came
the night he werked a major-league
game at the Stadium during the
umpires’ walkout in 1979.

“Last month, I was umpiring
third base for the high school state:
semifinal game between Mentor
and Cincinnati Moeller,” said
Schirmer. “And there was Buddy
Bell’s kid (David) playing for
Moeller. I told him to say hello to
his dad. Buddy was a class act that
night.”

For John Lucchese, Cleveland’s
umpire-in-chief, there are the
memories of umpiring an Old-
Timers game at the Stadium and
meeting Pete Rose during an Ama-
teur Day in Cleveland in the 1970’s.
Lucchese recalls that Rose, now

‘It’s been great to be
able to stay with the
game. 've seen high
school kids like the
Bando brothers (Sal
and Chris) deuelop
inte pros and 've
even done some
bird-dogging
(scouting) for the
Indians and the

Cincinnati Reds.’
— Umpire Don Schirmer

embroiied in a gambling contro-
versy, was a “heck of a nice guy.”

Lucchese’s favorite story dates
back 25 years to his first hardball
game.

“It was the Fourth of July and [
was working a Class A game with
Pinky Prebil at a packed
Edgewater Park,” said Lucchese,
who tips his hat to his wife, Angela,
for supporting his career on the
diamond. “There was a runner on
second base when a ground ball

was hit. { anticipated the throw

was going to first and moved that

way. But the infielder threw to

thn‘d and I was totally out of posi-
tion.

“Pinky, who is a member of the
Greater Cleveland Softball Hall of
Fame, came from behind home
plate and bailed me out by making
the call. He told me not to be ner-
vous and to always wait to see
where the ball is going. I apply that
even today.”

Joe Vulich, whe has umpired in
Cleveland for 41 years, has had his
share of challenges along the way.

Oh yeah, I remember the night I
had to break up a big fight at Mor-
gana Park,” said Vulich. “Punches
were flying everywhere. I had to go
down to City Hall the next day to
report on it

“And then there was that after-
noon at Brookside Park. It was
over 90 degrees and during those
days we had to wear a tie and coat.
The players were getting on me
because they wanted to wrap it up
in a hurry and go drink beer. But 1
just smiled and told them they
were ‘staying with me for the after-
noon.’

“When you’re 2 man in blue,
you've got to take it as it comes.”
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MS 150 BIKE TOUR

* 150 mile / 2 doy leisurely paced ride through scenic

* Stay overnight in Sandusky end be our guest ot Ohio’s best
amusement park — CEDAR POINT!

* Delicious meals, indoor and outdoor camping facilities,
on-course support, and rest stops

* Meet new people and have a great time!

YES, M INTERESTED! PLEASE SEND ME A BROCHURE!

Saturday & Sundoy
August 26 & 27, 1989

Addre:

City

State

Zip

Return to National Multiple Sclerosis Society

3101 Eucdlid Ave., #503
Cleveland, Ohio 44115

said. “But it comes with the terri- justice to the game.”
You only live once. |
Doitina Maseratl. hd

if youre going to have a midlife

At least once in your life. von ahould own a red
Maserati Spyder convertibie. At roughly the same
price as some midrange BMWs or ¥ercedes. it's not
an extravagance. It's ~!mpI\ a solution to a crisis.
You only live once. Do it in a Maserati.

I\OI R MEWLY APPOINTED MAS.

ATIDEALER]

DONJORDAN

MASERATI

. '25855 CHAGRIN BLVD ~ ATT: 271 831.2100 " ~

crisis, you might as well ge all the way.

BRONCO

BUSTER
| or
OUTLAW
was*395 now*99
or 2 for*180
Remington WAS NOW
Fuil Size 1495 425
Remington
Desk Size 2395 150
End of Trall 585 2200

Charlie Russell also available

MUSEUM BRONZE

1-800-422-0811
- OPEN SUNDAY.

RADIATOR
AIR CONDITICNING
SPECIALISTS

“RIGHT NOW SERVICE”

. . . and you can wait
in our waiting room

AIR
CONDITIONING

[Se 212

PARMA 842-5152
6566 PEARL RD.

HTS' BETWEENW. 1301 § YORKRDL

DOWNTOWN 621-7775
(A.M.SHUTTLE SERV. 1511 ST.CLAIR
I TOYOURQFFICE)  BLOCKSEASTGRTHE GALLERA

3§ LAKEWOOD 521-3393

11836 DETROIT AVE.
1BLOCK WEST OF 117
NORTH ) wtlee
4260 LORAIN RD.
OLMSTED ‘meismeiiciea

GARFIELD 663-0663
HTS. S,

Airiine

« 1200 fixed wing flight hours
« 500 turbine hours

- FCC license

PILOTS:
AN OUTSTANDING
OPPORTUNITY
FOR THE VERY BEST

We're looking for exceptional men and women to fill permanent pilot
positions. We want individuals of exceptional talent and pride who will
be-a part of the most exciting story in the airline industry.

Eastern Airlines is restructuring and rebuilding. We will build upon
our traditional strengths of total professionalism and total commitment
to the flying public. Understand that given the current strike by IAM,
ALPA and TWU, your assignment at Eastern may require you to perform
the services of or replace employees involved in the labor dispute.
But aiso understand that this is an unprecedented “once in a lifetime
opportunity” for growth and success.

Effective August 1, 1989, Eastemn  plans to increase its starting salary
for new pilots to $27,500/year, highest in the airiine industry. Additional
bonus compensation &f up to $6,000 is aiso paid during your first
year. We also offer a rapid promotional opportunity to captain, out-
standing benefits including immediate travel privileges and the best
pitot training and flight safety programs in the airfine industry.

To apply, you must meet the following minimum qualifications:

« 200 PIC on multi-engine or turbine aircraft
- Commercial, instrument, Multi-Engine Land ratings

- First Class FAA Medical Certificate
- Current F/E written (FEB and FEJ or FEX) exam scores

We aiso have openings for experienced, licensed Aircraft Mechanics,
Ground School Flight Instructors, and Flight Simulator Technicians.

Be a part of the new Eastern. Send your resume to:

Eastern Airlines
Pilot Recruiting
International Airport
Miami, Florida 33148

S EASTERN

An equal opportunity employer

Prescott Hunter/Jum
@ Metroparks Polo Field

Rt. 87 & Chagrin River Rd., Moreland Hills

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS

Friday, July 21 - Welcome Stakes * 6:30 PM
Saturday, July 22 - Family Day - 11 AM

TICKETS

per Classic- juy19-23

-FREE painter caps to first
1,000 ticket holders
+FREE admission for children 12 & under

‘Wednesday - Saturday — $5, Suaday - $10.
ketsmdable at all TICKETRON locations or
TICKETRON PHONE CHARGE 524-0000, and at the gate.

Sunday, July 23 530,000 Prescott Grandprix - 2PM TIME :
presented by Eadldee Gates open at9 AM on Wednesday - Saturday :
A Michelob /AGA Serics Event. mmmmmwmn z

Sunday gates opea 11 AM. 5




